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Abstract
The article offers an analytical review of the First International Summer School of Integra-
tive Bioethics held in Mali Lošinj (Croatia) on September 4–16, 2006. The school presented 
in article is a mutual scientific-educational project of German and Croatian institutions 
whose general goal is to research integrative bioethics as a concept that goes beyond in-
dividual solutions, promotes interdisciplinarity and mutual collaboration in the considera-
tion, contemplation and endeavours in solving complex (bio)ethical problems. Through 
an review and analysis of the school’s organisational scheme, employed methodological 
strategies and realised educational climate, we endeavoured to define a framework for the 
teaching of integrative bioethics, and the extent to which precisely the concept of integrative 




The	first	 international	summer	bioethical	school	under	 the	 thematic	 title	of	
Integrative	Bioethics	was	held	on	the	September	4–16,	2006	in	the	Town	of	
Mali	Lošinj.	On	that	occasion,	the	hotel	Aurora	in	Mali	Lošinj	had	the	op-
portunity	yet	 again	 to	be	 the	host	of	 an	 interesting	bioethical	 event	 and	 to	
successfully	continue	the	tradition	of	the	gathering,	sharing	of	knowledge	and	
experiences	of	a	number	of	those	interested	in	bioethical	issues.




The	 first	 mutual	 conference	 organised	 by	
the	Institute	for	Philosophy,	Ruhr	University	
of	 Bochum	 and	 the	 Faculty	 of	 Philosophy,	
University	of	Zagreb,	was	held	at	the	Interu-
niversity	 Centre	 in	 Dubrovnik,	 on	 October	
1–3,	2004.	An	review	of	this	conference	was	
published	 in	 journal	 Društvena istraživanja:	
Iva	 Rinčić	 Lerga,	 “Međunarodna	 konferen-




Dubrovnik	 conference	 proceedings	 were	
published	in	the	book	by	Ante	Čović	&	Tho-
mas	 Sören	 Hoffmann	 (eds.),	 Bioethik und 
kulturelle Pluralität. Die südosteuropäische 
perspektive,	Academia	Verlag,	Sankt	Augus-
tin	 2005.	Subsequently	 followed	 an	 interna-
tional	 conference	 surrounding	 the	 Forum	 ti-
tled	“1.	Südosteuropäisches	Bioethik-Forum,	
Integrative Bioethik angesichts inter- und 
intrakultureller Differenzen”,	 Mali	 Lošinj,	
held	on	June	16–18,	2005;	the	First	Interna-
tional	 Bioethical	 Symposium	 in	 Bosnia	 and	






The	 numerousness	 and	 substantiality	 of	 their	 former	 assembly	 and	 mutual	
events	refer	to	an	intensive	research	work	in	bioethics	and	effort	made	for	the	










































temporary	bioethical	 thought.	Thereby	organizers	brought	 together	 in	one-
place	 participants	 of	 different	 education,	 scientific	 and	 professional	 orien-




















ing	 is	 bioethics	 as	 a	 new	 medical	 ethics),	 and	 promotes	 interdisciplinarity	
and	mutual	collaboration	 in	considering	ethical	problems,	but	also	 in	 their	







narrow	thematic	fields,	following	the	conception	of	integrative bioethics and 
philosophy (2	lecturers),	medicine,	theology,	molecular medicine,	agronomy	
and	environmental ethics.
Teaching topics and the concept 
of problem approach





conference	titled	Integrative Bioethik und Bil-
dung	 surrounding	 the	2.	Südosteuropäisches	
Bioethik-Forum,	 Mali	 Lošinj,	 June	 15–17,	






Institute	 of	 Philosophy,	 Ruhr	 University	 of	
Bochum	(Germany),	while	the	head	Croatian	




bioethical	 school	 is	 prof.	 dr.	 Thomas	 Sören	
Hoffmann,	also	from	the	Institute	of	Philoso-
phy	 (Ruhr	 University	 Bochum,	 Germany).	
The	 quality	 of	 their	 mutual	 projects	 were	

















Nada	 Gosić	 offered	 an	 exceptionally	 sys-

















spoke	of	the	Foundations of an Integrative Bioethics from the Philosophical 
Point of View (I) – Life, Being and Person.	 In	his	 interesting	and	 inspiring	
presentation,	prof.	Olivetti	conceptualized	bioethics	as	an	integrative	force	of	






















On	 the	 second	 day	 of	 presentation,	 prof.	 Olivetti	 dedicated	 his	 account	 to	






















of	 their	 parent-child	 relationship	 is	 the	 best	 possible	 means	 to	 present	 the	
essence	of	 responsibility	–	namely,	although	a	child	 is	completely	helpless	
in	 fulfilling	 its	 daily	 needs	 and	 has	 no	 ability	 to	 influence	 someone	 else’s	
decision	on	(not)	feeding,	the	mother	accepts	it	as	part	of	her	own	self	and	









with	 the	 lecture	Moral Theory and Bioethics: Methodological Concerns in 







Professor	 Schweidler	 offered	 attendants	 two	
of	his	texts	in	the	textual	manual	of	the	sum-
mer	 school	 (Reader):	 Global Bioethics Ini-
tiatives from the European Perspective and	
Between Norms and Utility (Working	 mate-
rial	 on	 1st	 International	 Summer	 School	 of	
Integrative	 Bioethics,	 Mali	 Lošinj,	 Croatia	 /	
September	4–16,	2006).
7
For	 the	 introduction	of	beting elements	 into	







endangering	 life	 in	 general).	 –	 Hans	 Jonas,	
Princip odgovornosti – pokušaj etike za jed-
nu tehnološku civilizaciju,	 Veselin	 Masleša,	
Sarajevo	1990,	pp.	61–62).
8
Here	 it	 is	 certainly	 required	 to	highlight	 the	
original	 literature	 that	 prof.	 Olivetti	 offered	




tical Reason	 and	Fundamental Principles of 
the Metaphysics of Morals	–	Kant’s	text	was	
published	in	the	school’s	Reader	(in	English)	
–	Introduction	of	Book	I,	Religion within the 
Bound of Bare Reason.
9
Attendants	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 be	 ac-
quainted	 with	 certain	 parts	 of	 the	 works	 by	
Emmanuel	 Levinas	 through	 the	 text	 Other-




kind	 of	 responsibility,	 it	 arises	 from	 nature	
itself	 and	 is	 thereby	 independent	 of	 previ-
ous	 consents,	 and	 it	 is	 irrevocable	 and	 can-
not	be	withdrawn.	It	is	the	consequence	of	the	
most	 intimate	 and	 most	 elementary	 natural	
relationship,	 it	 potentially	 belongs	 to	 all	 of	
us,	and	 the	object	of	 its	 responsibility	 is	 the	
narrow	surrounding	of	the	most	intimately	re-
lated	descendants.	–	H.	Jonas,	Princip odgov-
ornosti,	 pp.	 136–143.	Richard	M.	Hare	 also	














































The	 second	day	of	 lecture	 continued	 in	 a	 similar	 atmosphere	 (Bio-medical 












ics and Medicine whose	lecturer	was	prof.	dr.	Herbert	A.	Neumann	(Faculty	
of	Medicine,	Ruhr	University	Bochum,	Germany).	As	opposed	 to	previous	
days	dedicated	to	theoretic/philosophical	issues	in	bioethics,13	the	longstand-




el	of	insurance	companies,	was	Bioethical Issues from the Physician’s Point 
of View (I): Problems of the Financing of our (German) Health-care Systems.	






















described	 condition	 is	 also	present	 in	Germany	–	demographic	 changes	of	
the	ageing	population	continuously,	and	without	greater	aspects	for	changes	
in	the	foreseeable	future,	burden	the	healthcare	system	increase	health-care	









plied Ethics: A Reader, and	 Onora	 O’Neill:	








a	 systematic	 division	 brought	 by	 Snježana	
Prijić-Samaržija.	 According	 to	 her,	 at	 the	
present,	topics	and	problems	within	bioethics	
may	 be	 classified	 into	 four	 groups:	 the	 first	
group	includes	a	discussion	on	the	character	
and	 substance	 of	 bioethics,	 relationship	 of	
bioethics	and	other	disciplines	(law,	theology,	
ethics…),	and	discussion	on	different	ethical	











lar),	 while	 the	 fourth	 group	 includes	 issues	
related	to	the	actual	functioning	of	healthcare,	
instruction,	education	and	bioethical	practise,	
structure	 and	 activity	 of	 ethical	 committees	
–	Snježana	Prijić-Samaržija,	“Uz	temu”,	Vla-











Republic	 would	 introduce	 insurance	 against	
unemployment	in	1927,	and	lately,	in	the	year	
1995,	 the	 welfare	 security	 was	 introduced	
(Marijan	Valković,	“Solidarnost	i	Pravda	kao	
temelj	socijalne	države”,	in:	Vlado	Puljiz	/ed./,	




The	 stated	 (German)	 type	 of	 welfare	 state	
that	 undertakes	 responsibility	 for	 the	 mate-
rial	benefit	and	social	security	of	its	citizens	
is	defined	as	a	corporate	welfare	state.	Today	
we	 can	 generally	 distinguish	 between	 three	
main	 types	of	welfare	 states:	 the	 liberal	one	
provides	minimum	guarantees	for	the	poorest	
(USA),	 the	 corporate	 provides	 for	 the	 em-
ployed	 through	 contributions	 of	 the	 insured	






Puljiz	 (ed.),	 Hrvatska kao socijalna država: 
zadanost i usmjerenja,	pp.	9–29.
16
According	 to	 Neumann,	 during	 the	 first	
years	of	the	reformed	healthcare	system,	the	
number	of	insurance	companies	in	Germany	








The	topic	of	Neumann’s	second	day	of	lecture	was	Examples of End-of-life 

















Integrative bioethics and theology was	 the	 title	of	 the	 third	day	of	summer	
school	in	which	prof.	dr.	Peter	Schallenberg	(Faculty	of	Theology,	Fulda,	Ger-
many)	presented	 the	 topic	The	Project of an Integrative Bioethics from the 














of	 unconditional	 love,	 prof.	 Schallenberg	 concluded	 how	 human	 life	 in	 its	
core	is	holy,	in	its	nucleus	represents	a	fulfilment	of	love	for	God	–	this	alone	
makes	his	dignity	unconditional	and	nothing	should	ever	violate	it.
Theoretical	 viewpoints	 on	 the	 first	 day	 of	 presentation,	 the	 next	 morning	





















Prof.	 Neumann	 submitted	 to	 the	 school’s	
reference	material	 texts	by	M.	Greg	Bloche, 
Managing Conflict at the End of Life;	Inez	de	
Beaufort,	Patients in a Persistent Vegetative 
State – A Dutch Perspective; and	Ante	Čović,	
New Paths of Medical Ethics,	 as	 additional	
supplements	for	deliberation	on	this	topic.	
18
Among	 numerous	 difficulties	 that	 Neumann	
encountered	 from	 the	 moment	 when	 he	 and	
his	colleagues	set	out	to	establish	the	first	hos-









































The	 standpoint	 of	 the	 mentioned	 Conven-







that	 the	 human	 being	 starts	 to	 develop	 as a	
person	 from	 the	 moment	 of	 conception.	 A	
discussion	also	opened	on	the	topic	of	legally	
regulating	 the	 rights	 to	 abortion	 in	 certain	
European	 countries.	 For	 more	 detail	 on	 the	
status	of	certain	aspects	of	the	European	Con-
vention	 on	 Human	 Rights	 and	 Biomedicine	
within	 German	 legislation	 see	 Frank	 Hoff-
meister,	“Germany:	Status	of	European	Con-
vention	on	Human	Rights	in	Domestic	Law”,	
International Journal of Constitutional Law 4	
(4/2006),	pp.	722–731.	
22
Referring	 to	 the	 texts	 Donum Vitae	 (1987)	
and	 Evangelium Vitae	 (1995),	 Schallenberg	
affirmed	 how	 one	 of	 the	 reasons	 why	 the	
Church	opposes	 the	use	of	 in	vitro	 fertiliza-
tion	 is	 that	conception	 realized	by	means	of	
technical	 assistance	 disrupts	 the	 sanctity	 of	
a	 marital	 sexual	 act.	 Even	 the	 presently	 ac-
cepted	clerical	doctrine	believes	that	the	male	
sperm	 is	 composed	of	 “living	beings”	–	 the	
collection	of	sperm	outside	the	(marital)	sex-
ual	 act	 (for	possible	use	 in	 IVF	procedures)	





ventions,	 to	 “transform”	a	 somatic	 cell	with	
46	 chromosomes	 into	 a	 germ	 cell	 with	 23	


















numbers,	 for	 research	 purposes.	 The	 Church	























grative Bioethics and Molecular Medicine that	she	conceptualized	into	four	
sub-topics:	Molecular Medicine: Basic Knowledge; Studies of Gene Therapy: 
Ethical and Social Issues; Ethical Issues in Genetic Screening, Testing and 



















































sibilities	of	 the	cloning	procedure)	on	 the	part	of	prof.	Pavelić,	 all	present	
gained	incentive	and	chance	to	participate	in	class,	and	the	school	of	bioethics	
came	to	life	in	the	full	sense	of	the	word.
The	final	two	days	were	foreseen	for	the	topic	Integrative Bioethics, Agronomy 
and Environmental Ethics that	was	expectedly	given	to	prof.	dr.	Marijan	Jošt	
(College	of	Agriculture	in	Križevci,	Croatia)	with	the	lecture	Bioethical Issues 

















Integrative Bioethics and Theology (William	











suffering	 from	 adenosine	 deaminase	 (ADA)	
deficiency,	an	enzyme	necessary	for	sustain-
ing	 in	 life	 and	 functioning	 of	 immune	 cells	
(Ronald	 Munson,	 “Genetics:	 Intervention,	
Control	 and	Research”,	 in:	Ronald	Munson,	
Intervention and Reflections; Basic Issues 











ous	 positive	 public	 reactions	 because	 of	 its	
success.	At	the	same	time,	the	public	was	not	
informed	on	 the	former	 long-standing	medi-
cation	 therapy,	 which	 successfully	 elevated	
the	 girl’s	 immune	 system	 level.	 Today,	 the	
extent	to	which	the	improvement	of	the	girl’s	
health	condition	was	a	result	of	gene	therapy,	




Texts	 that	 prof.	 Pavelić	 offered	 for	work	 in	
smaller	 student	 groups	 were	 collected	 in	
the	 school	 reader	 under	 the	 title	 Integrative 
Bioethics and Molecular Medicine	 (SRT	
Project,	Human Cloning – The Ethical Issues,	
Magen	Garner:	Gene Therapy: Is it Ethical?,	
Brenda	 Almond:	 Genetic Profiling of New-
borns: Ethical and Social	Issues,	BBC	News	
Magazine:	Trading Faces, Woman has First 
Face Transplant, Doctors Perform First Par-
tial Face Transplant and	MSNBC.	com:	Face 





on	 Earth.	 Not	 only	 are	 the	 consequences	 visible	 through	 the	 prism	 of	 eco-
nomic	merger	and	financial	monopoly	of	multinational	companies	(especially	












his	stay	in	Croatia	and	promotion	of	the	book	Sjeme uništenja – geopolitika 























The	 final	 day	 of	 the	 international	 summer	 school	 of	 bioethics	 passed	 in	 a	
somewhat	relaxed	tone	in	which	still	remained	time	for	school	attendants,	for	
the	last	time	assembled	before	leaving	Lošinj,	to	set	forth	their	experiences	
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sial	 books	 that	 have	 appeared	 in	 the	 recent	
couple	of	years	on	 the	world	market.	 It	was	
printed	in	Croatia	in	the	year	2005	by	Detecta	
d.o.o.,	 from	 Zagreb,	 that	 is,	 as	 a	 world	 pre-
miere.	 Only	 after	 this	 edition	 was	 it	 printed	
abroad,	in	Germany	and	the	USA.	
28
For	 those	 especially	 interested	 in	 this	 topic,	
Jošt	prepared	more	texts	in	the	Reader:	Mari-
jan	 Jošt,	 The Ethics of Science and Techno-
logy;	Peter	T.	Saunders:	Science in and For 
Society;	 Marijan	 Jošt:	 The Impact of Agri-
cultural Biotechnology on Environment and 
Food Security;	 Thomas	 C.	 Fox:	 Two Scien-
tists Debate Genetically Engineered Food;	
Iza	 Kruszewska:	 US Government Threatens 
WTO Action if Croatia Bans GMOs,	Foreign	
Agricultural	Service:	Croatia Biotechnologi-
cal Draft GMO Law and Government Anti-
GMO Campaign 2001,	The Lošinj Declara-
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1. Internationale Sommerschule 
der Integrativen Bioethik
Zusammenfassung
Der Artikel gibt eine analytische Übersicht der „1. Internationalen Sommerschule der Inte-
grativen Bioethik”, die vom 4. bis 6. September 2006 in Mali Lošinj (Kroatien) stattfand. Die 
Sommerschule ist ein wissenschaftlich-edukatives Gemeinschaftsprojekt deutscher und kro-
atischer Einrichtungen mit dem Hauptziel, die ‘Integrative Bioethik’ als ein individuelle Lö-
sungen überschreitendes Konzept zu erforschen sowie Interdisziplinarität und Zusammenarbeit 
bei der Erwägung und Reflektierung komplexer (bio-)ethischer Probleme zu fördern und in die 
Anstrengungen zu ihrer Lösung einzubinden. Die Verfasserin präsentiert und analysiert den 
organisatorischen Aufbau der Schule, die angewandten methodologischen Strategien und die 
erzielte edukative Atmosphäre. Sie ist bemüht, den Rahmen für die Integrative Bioethik als Un-
terrichtsfach zu definieren und darüberhinaus zu ermitteln, in welchem Ausmaß das Konzept 





La première école d’été internationale 
de bioéthique intégrative
Résumé
L’article présente un compte rendu analytique de la « 1ère école d’été internationale de bio-
éthique intégrative », tenue du 4 au 6 septembre 2006 à Mali Losinj en Croatie. L’école en 
question est un projet scientifique et éducatif commun élaboré par des institutions allemandes 
et croates. L’objectif global du projet est d’examiner le concept de « bioéthique intégrative » 
qui se situe au-delà des solutions individuelles et qui favorise l’interdisciplinarité ainsi que la 
collaboration en matière d’examen, de réflexion et d’effort dans la résolution de problèmes 
(bio)éthiques complexes. À travers un compte rendu et une analyse du schéma d’organisation 
de l’école, de la stratégie de méthodologie employée et du climat éducatif développé, nous 
essayons de définir un cadre pour l’enseignement de la bioéthique intégrative mais aussi de 
déterminer dans quelle mesure le concept de bioéthique intégrative a été un élément clé de 
l’activité de l’école.
Mots-clés
Bioéthique	intégrative,	école	de	bioéthique,	stratégie	d’enseignement,	interaction	dans	l’éducation
